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10 July 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: Theé Director of Central Intelligence

susiect: Q‘Propos‘i‘lyfoffranufer Certain BGN Relponsibxhues
S .. . and Staff f‘unctionl té CIA ‘
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— o determiixe the CIA po&ftion on su'bjact propo;tlgof thc Depart-
ment of the Interior. .
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2. FACTS BEARING ON mﬁ& pkoaLm&

a. Exiltmg arrangements for preparation of gazetteérs of
foreign geographic names have been found to be unsatisfactory to the
Depzrtment of the Interior

b. The Oﬂ'mg af Geography is the #taff com onent of Interior
re-ponsible for un&artakmg foreign name research anf maintaihing curr,ent ’
foreign name files as a major aspect of ite ataff f.uncﬁon to the hiter-
departmental Board on Geographic Names' (ﬁ(ﬂ@) 1t is munly sugported

in this work by CI1A ‘funde (Annex A).,
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. Ca Interior propo:eh ‘that t..,IA assume the re-ponlibilitiea and
staff functions for foreign geographzc names arnd render stal assistance
to the Subcommittee on Foreign Names of BGN (Annex B).

d"." Un‘de’f éxiating legisiation (Annexes C and D) the Board,
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, has the duty of
formulating ptinczplea policies, and procedures for domestic and foreign
namea to serve the interests of the Federal dovernment and the general
public,’ an‘d for deciding the standard names and their ortbography for
official use. The Secretat hu the duty of providing assistarnce to the

Board and promulgating the name decisions of the Bmd
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T el Foth; hic namel are prbmulgated through NIS
ganattéers to serve the intelli‘enée requirement- ‘of the government and
through BON gazettcers to serve the pubhc interestl. _The foreign ‘hame
lists are 1d.entica1 for both gazetteers (Annex E) -

3. DiscussioN:

a. 'I‘he Department of the laterior’ considerd the research on
forexgn geographic nampes and the related name file maintexum_e and
service 1c be unrelated to its dcpartmontal mission and functions., In
congequence, it proposes that CIA assume the responsibilities and staff
functions for this work since it is mainly supported by CIA funds upder R
the NIS ?rogram. Acceptance of this propcna:! would involve the adminis- |
trative tr unsfer to ClA of all or moét cf ‘the ati!f of the Office of Geography,
Interiof; the furniuhing of staff lupport to the BGN Subcommittee on Foreign
Names; and the assumiption of responsi‘mli for ioreign geographic names
in the interest of the Federal Government and the general public if the intent
of the Act is to be fulfxlled

b. Irrespective of Interior's position, it is difficult to see how
CIA could accept as a8 matier of commmon concern responsibilities which
transcend the intelligence field. It muight be argued that the Secretary of
the Interior could be prevailed upon to retain his nominal responsibilities
under the Act and service through the Board the public requirements and
queries on fareign names. Even so, the research staff, greaenﬂy the
Office of Geography, Interior, woufd hive to be called upon to furnish the
data to support these reguirements. The proposed transfer of these
functions to CIA would necessarily involve this Agency in such activities.
The NIS gazeiteers serve intelligence requirements only. It has been cur
position to fulfill this responaibility only to the point where a self-supporting
BGN public gazetteer program can eventually take over and service both
government and public needs. In tae interim, however, it is essential to
intelligence needs to have the forréi'q_g_names capability maintained. ‘

c. This leads to the possibility of some other Government
department or agency taking on the foreign names responsibility. Since
the Army Map Service {AMS) maintains & foreign names activity approxie-
mately as large as that presently conducted in the Office of Geography, Interior,
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and the other Services have only nominal activities in this field, AMS
might be considered by some as an appropriate recipient of this re-
sponsibility. Where at all possible, AMS follows*“BEN’ foreign namie
policy and is the largest user of foreign namen in:ité préduction of
large-scale maps of foreign areas. Even if assigned foreign names
responsibility, the AMS activity in this field would probably continue
to be directed primarily toward fulfillment of the Army's operational
requiremnenis, with a consequent lack of assurance that ClA's requests
for scheduled supposrt to the NIS gazetteer and editing programs would
be obtained or that the rest of the U.S. Government or public would be
adequately served as required by the Act -- the latter bemg 1n the long-
range interesis of the gazetteer program.. TEEHE ST o5 EL EH NS
LU E RN IR L

G,  «he ueparunent of State, however, is in a’'position to serve
directly the pablic interesis; has a primary responsibility in matters re-
lating to foreign arcas, and has long maintained an active inierest in the
forzuulation of foreign geographic name policy, particularly in relation
to scvereignty claims and actions by foreign governments. Not over-
buidened By its own operational regquirernents for foréign naines, the
Department of State wolld Be-in ¥ €avorable position to provids wdpport
to the N15 papeitesr progrem,ithe BGN public gazettebt program, Fnd
otherwise tc serve both Government and puilic requirercents. CIA
couid cortinae t6 furnish funds f6r° the IS manuscript and editing work
as it now does with Interior,
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4. GQNCEUSIONS{ [ AT R B SR N A FRREL P A AS PURS FHS AR

ST THe prapadsl 6f thet Depditrasnt 5¥the !meriov to transter
t6 CIA ca?tain reppondiblitties and staff-functioas retating to foreigh
geographic names iivblves requiFéments Béyoht those 'df the' inteliigénce
commumty.

b The intellfgeacé"féqﬁi'dindﬂté for' forelgn nHmas are”
presently being fulfilled by the NIS gazetteer program; however, it is
the CIA position to reiy sventually on the BGN program of public gazetteers
as the primary source of foreign geographic names,
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¢. For the above reasons,it is considered unwise for this
Agency to accept Interior's proposal,

d. ‘Of vther government -agenciés, the Department of State
appear- te have the mast suitable envivonthent for asflirhing the re-
sponsibilities and staff Tanctions retutitg’to foréign geographic names.

e. Foreign harie requirements of the intelligence community
couid adequately be aatiafied under that arrangement.

5. .AC'IION RECOMMENDED'
It is reeemmmdfed 11113 ﬂm BC‘I” hot acéz-pt the p‘rbpo‘tal of
the Dupartment of the Mterior, and’ thit Another departmmnt,’ molt ‘

logically the Deparimeént of %lt Be cemanaé in L’ceu of CL‘L
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ANNEXES:

{A) Statemm ef BGN support ta the NIS Program. ;
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(B) Tant&th.'e lctter (hR 5-4143 undated) from Asautant Secretary
of the'Intexior te the Director of Central Intelligence {with
enclosutes), and subsequent leiter dated 29 June 1956,

1 H(G) Public Law 242 - 80th Congress _LChapter 330 - ist Session_/
o8, 12627 Approved 25 July 1947.

(D) Senate Repart Wo. 703 of the Comm.itiee on }ublic Lands an
Geographic Names Standardization,

{B) Letter from NDD/I to Executive Secretary of BGN, dated
16 Mayrch 1955,

CONCURRENCES:
oD/l Date
General Tounspel Date
DDCI Date
AFPFROVED:
DCI Date
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